[Serum deoxythymidine kinase activity in adult T-cell leukemia].
Serum deoxythymidine kinase activities (s-TK) of the patients with adult T-cell leukemia (ATL), carriers and healthy persons were measured, using a recently developed TK assay with 125I-iodo-deoxyuridine as a substrate. The mean s-TK values were 3.3 +/- 2.7 U/l (n = 21) in normal subjects (HTLV-1(-)), 4.7 +/- 5.0 U/l (n = 35) in carriers, 9.8 U/l (n = 3) in smoldering ATL and 26.7 U/l (n = 6) in chronic ATL. In the patients with acute ATL, the mean s-TK values before and after chemotherapy were 80.9 U/l (n = 2) and 11.6 U/l (n = 4), respectively. In the follow-up studies of the patients with acute ATL, the changes of s-TK levels revealed earlier than those of serum LDH levels. It is suggested that s-TK activity is more useful than LDH as a parameter of monitoring treatment in ATL.